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When first introduced to the StudioCity project, I imagine there was a general fear to the 
assigning faculty that students might not be particularly engaged with some of the art work 
offered to study. However, with our group, there was an immediate and clear choice among 
these works to be made – that work of art being Myfanwy MacLeod’s The Lady. There was 
great matter of coincidence of this assignment with the writing of a column in the Capilano 
Courier by our friend David Eusebio about the very legend which inspired the work, not to 
mention a great deal of curiosity between the three of us as to what exactly is with the camel 
statue on the corner of Lonsdale and 13th.   This lead us on a journey of research and discovery, 
uncovering the very interesting, and ultimately tragic unfolding of events that lead these camels 
to the wilds of British Columbia. 
  
For our accompanying soundscape for The Lady by Myfanwy MacLeod, we chose to depict the 
journey of these camels from their native habitat in the Mediterranean, where they were 
purchased and shipped by the USS Supply as part of a mission by the United States Military.  
The animals were to be used to develop a “Camel Corps” that could aid in the transport of 
goods across the Southwestern American Landscape. Despite their relative success in these 
ventures, the Camel Corp was dismantled, and the Camels listed for Sale.  
 
Enter the genius of Frank Laumeister, who thought the resiliency of the camels would make for 
a suitable animal to aid in the Cariboo Gold Rush, packing heavy supplies over rough terrain and 
wilderness. This too, would prove to be an unsuccessful venture, as the camels were unable to 
handle the rockier regions of BC. In addition, they didn’t get along well with horses and other 
domesticated animals, leading to the end of Laumeister’s camel experiment. 
 
The last known survivor of the Cariboo camels - a Bactrian camel known as The Lady, passed 
away sometime around 1905. However, those camels unaccounted for have fueled the fire of 
local legend for decades since.  
 
Within our sound collage, we wanted to create multiple atmospheres that would encapsulate 
checkpoints along the camels’ journey. We tried to build up ambience in a way that would 
reflect the camels’ perspective as they endured this incredible voyage. Our group traveled to 
various locations around North Vancouver to collect sounds of different environments. We 
started at 13th and Lonsdale, where The Lady stands today. From there, we made stops at the 
harbor, the Lynn Valley trail, and an equestrian centre. Bringing all our sounds together, we 
were able to layer elements in a way that conveyed each environment along the camels’ 
odyssey, ending back at the street corner where she is immortalized. 


