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Introduction
●

●
●

CityStudio & Paul Duffy,
Manager of Bylaw
Enforcement
Collaborate on COVID
Relief/Tourism Policies
Let’s Talk Feedback
Portal (low responses)

Consumption of Liquor in Public
Places Bylaw 2020 No 8781

Biggest Problem
Waterfront Park
●
●
●

3x the garbage
Highest usage of 12
locations
Non-locals accessing

Focus:
Waterfront Park - Lower
Lonsdale - Shipyards region

Research Question & Objectives
Research Question
-

What is the impact on local businesses from legalising alcohol in public spaces in
the City of North Vancouver?

Objectives:
1. Explore approaches that other municipalities have implemented alongside legalisation of alcohol in
select public spaces.
2. Determine key issues associated with legalisation of alcohol in public spaces
3. Connect with key local businesses to determine level of satisfaction and feedback from key businesses
in the Shipyards - Waterfront Park area.
4. Determine preferred feedback methods for businesses to report to City of North Vancouver

Literature
Key Themes from Initial Literature Review
●

Perception and Education

●

Perception on Minors

●

Drinking in Public does not mean Drunk
in Public

●

Recognizing Young People

●

“Treat Adults like Adults” (Jabakhanji,
2020)

Methodology
Data Collection Approach:
-

Qualitative in-depth interviews
○
○
○

Merits & Constraints
Ethical Considerations
Participant Recruitment Approach

Sample: 12 businesses, divided into 3 sub-regions
○
○
○

Waterfront Park
Lower Lonsdale
Shipyards Square

Respondent
Profile
-

10/12 were significantly
impacted by COVID-19

Findings
Objective 1
● Alcohol in Public Spaces Globally
Objective 2
● Garbage Creation
● Public Safety
● Minor’s Consumption of Alcohol/Impressionability on Youth
● Social Stigma
Objective 3
● Connecting with Key Local Businesses
Objective 4
● Determining Preferred Feedback Methods

Objective 1
Explore approaches that other municipalities have implemented alongside
legalisation of alcohol in select public spaces
Alcohol in Public Spaces Globally
● In the past 12 years, heavy harmful drinking patterns have been increasing amongst younger
people in many western countries.
● It would be fruitful to develop a regulation approach on drinking in the city that is sensitive to
young people as co producers of space (Denmant & Landolt, 2014). Future policies, laws and
regulations should acknowledge young people as co-producers of space (Denmant & Landolt,
2014).

Objective 2
Determine key issues associated with legalisation of alcohol in public spaces
Garbage Creation
“I’ve seen a few cans in bushes and things like that, I wouldn’t say more than before that [bylaw] was implemented” detailing,
“I always see City trucks drive by, the little tiny garbage cart things, that go around really often and keep the area clean, so I
don’t think we’re being negatively impacted by it”.

Public Safety
“I think that they’ve [CNV] done a really great job, although there is a lot of drinking down there which comes with potential
difficulties, it remains a very family-oriented environment. [With] the water park down there, with lots of families, even
though public alcohol consumption is now allowed I’ve never seen it or heard of it being unsafe for families or young children.
So far, I’ve only heard of safety and enjoyment, so I think it’s been good”

Social Stigma
“I think it’ll have a positive effect on people. It's shifting a culture right now, again our new reality is a very different reality
than we’re all used too. You go to Europe and it's a very normal thing to grab a baguette and a bottle of wine and go sit in a
park. I think it's a shift in what culture is and what's socially accepted outside of a restaurant or your house. Obviously when
people are responsible with consumptions is very different than people getting outrageous and wild.”

Objective 3
Connect with key local businesses to determine level of satisfaction and feedback
from 12 to 15 key businesses in the Shipyards - Waterfront Park area.
“Slight increase in traffic”. One participant noted “our business is not necessarily a destination, it’s a walk by, you see it, and
decide to go in, type of place [so] foot traffic is really important to us, so in that case we’ve seen improvements for sure”.
“For our business, we need a qualified customer, we need a pretty specific customer because we’re selling pretty expensive
stuff. Not just anyone is gonna come in and buy something, but any traffic is good traffic, it helps”.
“I have found that a lot of people feel that more of these spaces are needed in North Vancouver and Vancouver”. “We [our
business] are lucky to be a community hub and can see how the shipyards [bylaw area] allowed the people in the apartments
and around the area to come together as a community and to learn about each other and to meet friends.”

Objective 4

Determine preferred feedback
methods for businesses to report to
City of North Vancouver
-

Of 12 businesses surveyed:
-

-

60% support - strongly support the
pilot project
40% are neutral (observing neither
benefits nor drawbacks
0% do not support the pilot
program

Low awareness of Let’s Talk
Platform

Discussion

●

Similarities from this Study to Previous
Studies

●

Objective 1: Regulation and
Designation

●

Objective 2: Benefits Outweigh
Drawbacks

●

Objective 3: Correlation from Previous
Studies

●

Objective 4: Feedback Platforms

●

Drawbacks

Conclusion

Civic Plaza:

From Pilot Project to Bylaw: Renewed by City Council October 7th, 2020
○

Civic Plaza removed due to excessive noise complaints

● 60% of interviewees felt very supportive of the pilot project
● 40% felt neutral
● Overall a pleasure to connect with stakeholders who generally thought
positively of the Pilot Program / Alcohol in Public Spaces program!
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